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Abstract

The present paper, dealing in detail with some Chinese loanwords in steles in Qidan small
script and the Chinese characters used to transcribe Altaic languages in Song-Yuan historical
records, educes two main points that the Qidan small script 4 was made to render *f-/*fu in
Chinese loanwords, # was made to render *ts-, X was made to render *z-, % was made to
render *p-, hereby, there weren’t initial *f-, *ts-. *z- and *p- in Qidan language, and in the ancient
northern Chinese dialect, the initial *f- exsisted in Liao dynasty, the initial Y7 ($€) was kept the
sound *p-, the place of articulation of initial Ri ( H ) was closed to the initial Shan (#) that we can
transcribe it as *z;.
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